
1. Observe things where you find them. Never remove animals, rocks, shells, seaweeds, or plants from the tidepools. 

2. Walk gently, taking care to avoid stepping on animals and seaweeds. 

3. Do not 'roll' rocks. Animals living on the underside of rocks can only survive there.

4. Be aware of wildlife around you and try to minimize disturbances. 

5. Respect these amazing places.

December 2020
SNAPSHOT CAL COAST 

1. Download the iNaturalist app &  make an
account. 

2. Take photos & make observations of plants,
animals & seaweeds along the California coast. 

3. Learn as you upload observations & share
with the iNaturalist community.

To learn more and to sign up visit: 
https://www.calacademy.org/citizen-science/snapshot-cal-coast

How to record & share your observations:

Your observations will help us
better understand and

protect California's marine
life.

Join the statewide effort to
discover, record, and share

observations of nature found
along the California coast.

EXPLORING COASTAL HABITATS



Look for & document as many species in each of these groups as you can, plus all the other species you can find!
Quick guide to 'Most-Wanted Species' 

Rocky intertidal species 
Seaweeds
Non-Native Species- Docks  & Bays 

 Urchins

 Snails (Abalones, Nucella & Tegula)

 Anthopleura Anemones

Chitons (Lepidozona & Mopalia)

 Owl Limpets

 Worm  Mudsnails

Tunicates

Bryozoan

 Sea slugs

Kelps  Crabs

This list is just a quick overview, go to the next page with
more details and clickable links to learn more about each
species. The species on the left are rocky intertidal species
and those on the right are primarily  found on docks and in

marinas and bays, but  some are finding their way to the
open coast, especially Sargassum and Watersipora.  



Kelps

Anthopleura anemones

Abalone species

Alaria marginata Egregia menziesii Laminaria ssp. Macrocystis pyrifera Nereocystis luetkeana Postelsia palemformis Hedophyllum sessile

Nucella snails

Tegula snails

Nudibranchs

Chitons

Rocky intertidal species 

A. artemsia A. buttermeierii A. elegantissima A. sola A. xanthogrammica Lepidozona Mopalia

Haliotis cracherodii Haliotis rufescens Haliotis rufescens Tegula aureotincta Tegula brunnea Tegula eiseni Tegula pulligo

Acanthodoris nanaimoensis Felimare californiensis Nucella lamellosa Nucella ostrina Nucella emarginata Lottia gigantea Strongylocentrotus purpuratus

Other species



Seaweeds

We have developed this list through an analysis of exposure to
climate change, focusing on sea-level rise and sea surface

temperature increases. 
For more details and a Snapshot Cal Coast December 2020 digital

field guide you can use on your phone while in the field visit:
https://www.inaturalist.org/guides/12795 or scan this QR code.

You can also access the guide though the iNaturalist app under the
guides tab.

Mudsnails Tunicates

Sargassum honeri Sargassum muticumii Undaria pinnifdia. Carcinus maenass Eriocheir sinensis Watersipora

Non-Native Species- Docks  & Bays  (with some spread to the open coast)

Crabs

Ficopomatus enigmaticus

Didemnum vexillumBotrylloides giganteusUrosalpinx cinereaBatillaria attramentaria Tritia obsoleta Botrylloides violaceus Botryllus schlosseri

Other Species


