
Marine Protected Area Permitted/Prohibited Uses 

Natural Bridges, Elkhorn Slough, Moro Cojo Slough, 

Lovers Point, Asilomar, Carmel Pinnacles, Point Sur, 

Big Creek,  Piedras Blancas, Morro Bay, Point Buchon,  

Vandenberg STATE MARINE RESERVES 

No recreational or commercial take      

allowed. 

Año Nuevo State Marine Conservation Area Take of all living marine resources is prohibited except 

the commercial take of giant kelp by hand harvest. 

Greyhound Rock  State Marine Conservation Area Take of all living marine resources is prohibited except 

giant kelp by hand harvest, salmon and squid               

recreationally and commercially. 

Elkhorn Slough State Marine Conservation Area Take of all living marine resources is prohibited            

except finfish by hook and line only and clams. Clams 

may only be taken on the north shore of the slough. 

Soquel Canyon and Portuguese Ledge State Marine   

Conservation Areas 

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited except 

the commercial and recreational take of pelagic finfish 

Edward F. Ricketts State Marine Conservation Area Take of all living marine resources is prohibited except 

recreational take of finfish by hook and line and         

commercial take of giant kelp and bull kelp with a valid 

permit. 

Pacific Grove Marine Gardens and Carmel Bay State 

Marine Conservation Area 

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited except 

the recreational take of finfish and the commercial take 

of giant kelp and bull kelp with a valid permit. 

Point Lobos STATE MARINE RESERVE No recreational take allowed.  Portions of this MPA are 

subject to State Park access rules. 

Point Lobos and Big Creek State Marine              

Conservation Area 

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited except 

the recreational and commercial take of salmon, albacore 

and commercial take of spot prawn. 

Point Sur,  Piedras Blancas and Point Buchon State    

Marine Conservation Area 

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited except 

the commercial and recreational take of salmon and     

albacore. 

Big Creek STATE MARINE RESERVE No recreational or commercial take allowed.   

No anchoring shallower than 10 fathoms 

Cambria State Marine Conservation Area The commercial take of all living marine resources is 

prohibited. Recreational take is allowed. 

White Rock State Marine Conservation Area Take of all living marine resources is prohibited except 

the commercial take of giant kelp and bull kelp with a 

valid permit 

Morro Bay State Marine Recreational Management 

Area 

No recreational or commercial take is allowed in the 

Southern area. In the Northern area (north of 35o 

19.70’N) recreational take of finfish, aquaculture of   

oysters and storing of finfish caught outside of Morro 

Bay SMCA in a receiver for bait purposes. 

For more information on Marine Protected Areas visit http://saveourshores.org/MPA.  Funded by the Resource Legacy Fund Foundation  


