
The Adopt a Beach Program 
                                                                                                                                                       

 
 
 
 
 

Your organization, business, school, or community group can take action and   
help keep our beaches clean! 

 
California’s Adopt-a-Beach program provides people of all ages with an opportunity to learn more 
about and actively participate in the conservation of our precious marine resources.   
Be a part of the solution to ocean pollution! 

 
                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learn about Plastic Pollution 
A free educational presentation by a staff member of Save Our Shores will be provided to each group for their first 
cleanup. The presentation can take place at your school prior to your cleanup or down on the beach the day of the 
cleanup. The presentation will cover specifics of the plastic pollution problem, including what it is, why it’s so 
harmful, the scope of the problem, and how we can be a part of the solution. 
 
Collect Valuable Data 
Participants collect data by tracking what items they collect off the beach during a cleanup. This data is used for 
educational, scientific, and legislative purposes to help protect our marine resources. We will provide you with data 
cards or you can also download them from our website. 

 
Be a part of the Solution. Adopt a beach today! 

 
 
 
 
 

Pick a Beach…Any 
Beach 
All beaches in Monterey 
County are adoptable. Some 
beach locations are seen here. 
Participating groups “adopt” a 
beach by committing to clean 
it three times a year. Your 
group can choose any date, 
any time, any beach to clean. 
Save Our Shores provides all 
the supplies and necessary 
training for the cleanup. 



 
Want to Adopt a Beach? Follow these 4 easy steps… 
 

1. Fill out the Adopt-A-Beach application and agreement 

When you know the dates, times, and the beach you would like to adopt, please fill out the Adopt-A-Beach 
Application and Agreement, completely. If your group is interested in taking advantage of the educational 
presentation and the sign posted recognizing your group’s participation, then the program requires a service 
fee of $400 for each adopter group, which covers a full year.  This money funds maintenance for the signs as 
well as staff member time.  For more information or questions on the fee please call or email Andrew (contact 
information is at the top of the next page).  Please allow 1-3 weeks to process your application. 
 
For your first cleanup: 
Save Our Shores can provide an informative and interactive presentation for your group prior to your cleanup 
or meet you at the beach the day of the cleanup.  The presentation will cover the issues associated with plastic 
pollution, including sources and scope of the problem.  
 
For your second and third cleanups: 
After your first cleanup, you will be prepared to run the additional cleanups on your own without the help of a 
Save Our Shores staff member. We will continue to supply you with all the materials you will need. Please 
call two weeks before each of your scheduled cleanup dates to arrange for your supplies. 
 
***If you are interested in cleaning the beach, but are unable to commit to cleaning the beach three 
times a year, a one-time cleanup is possible.  To participate in a one-time cleanup, please contact Emily 
at emily@saveourshores.org to schedule a private cleanup.*** 
 

2. Photocopy the waiver (the last page of this application) 

ALL members of your group must sign the waiver before your cleanup. 
 
Waiver and liability information- Necessary for ALL cleanups! 
A liability waiver must be signed by every individual in order to participate in a beach cleanup. A liability 
waiver can be signed at the cleanup the day of the event if the participant is 18 OR OVER. A Save Our Shores 
staff member will collect the waiver forms the day of the cleanup or you can mail them to 345 Lake Ave. Suite 
A Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
 
IMPORTANT! Parents must sign a waiver for children UNDER the age of 18 
To participate in a beach cleanup, minors must have a liability waiver signed by their legal parent or guardian.  
Children without properly signed waivers may be prohibited from participating in a cleanup.   
 

3. Fax the application and agreement to: ATTN: Andrew Hoeksema, Save Our Shores Volunteer 
Coordinator, Fax: (831) 462-6070  Mail checks payable to Save Our Shores to: 345 Lake Ave. Suite A 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

IMPORTANT! Confirmation of cleanup details: When we receive your application and your payment, we 
will call to confirm cleanup details.   

4. Fill out the Data Report Form and submit to Save Our Shores  
Fill out and submit to Save Our Shores after each cleanup along with the waiver forms and data cards. 

 
 



Please Return To: 
Save Our Shores, Attn: Adopt-A-Beach 

Phone: (831) 462-5660 Fax: (831) 462-6070  
Email: andrew@saveourshores.org 

 
 

 
 

    Adopt-A-Beach Application 
 
                                                                                  

 
 

ADOPT-A-BEACH GROUP PARTICIPATION 
AGREEMENT AND INDEMNIFICATION FORM 

 
WHEREAS, ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Group/School Name) 
and the California Adopt-A-Beach Program recognize the need and the desirability of litter-free beaches; and 
 
WHEREAS, the California Adopt-A-Beach Program recognizes our group as an adopting school or organization for  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________, and 

(Adopted Beach) 
 

WHEREAS, our group recognizes the potentially hazardous nature of beach cleanup activities, and desires to protect the health and safety of 
the cleanup participants: 
 
Now, therefore, our group agrees to inform cleanup participants of safe methods to use in carrying our beach cleaning activities; and  
  
FURTHER, ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Name of Participating Group/School) 
 
agrees to indemnify and hold harmless, the State of California, the California Coastal Commission, the California State Parks, the California 
State Parks Foundation, all other organizers or sponsors or property owners involved in the Adopt-A-Beach program, and any of their 
respective employees, officers, agents, or assigns (hereafter collectively referred to as “Released Parties”) from any claim of liability for 
personal injury, property damage, or wrongful death, arising out of, or connected with the group’s participation in Adopt-A-Beach activities, 
however caused, including but not limited to the negligence of the released parties, whether passive or active. 
 
FURTHER, our group is aware that during scheduled beach cleanups, volunteers from outside our groups may be assigned to our group’s 
section of beach and 
 
FURTHER, our group accepts the responsibility of caring for the beach and promoting awareness in our community of the problems caused 
by marine debris and the need for protecting coastal and ocean resources for one year, beginning ______________20____, with cleanups 
scheduled on the following dates: 
 
 1st _________________________ 2nd _________________________ 3rd ________________________ 
 
 
Signed ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Authorized Group Leader/School Official) 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
(Please Print) 

 
Name of Group ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Please acknowledge our group on the Adopt-A- Beach website at www.coastforyou.org. 

 
Contact Person ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________ City__________________________ Zip _____________ 
 
Phone (work) ___________________________________   (home) ___________________________________ 
 
Email ____________________________________________     Approximate number of people in the group _______________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 

   
     
          

SPONSORING GROUP OR ORGANIZATION (Include name, address, zip code, and telephone number.) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SPONSORING GROUP OR ORGANIZATION LIASON (Include name, address, zip code, and telephone number.) 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PERSON FROM SPONSORING GROUP OR ORGANIZATION TO BE NOTIFIED IN AN EMERGENCY (Include name, address, zip code, and 
telephone number. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION (If more space is needed, continue on reverse.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            ADOPT-A-BEACH WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK 

                                                 AGREEMENT BY THE GROUP OR ORGANIZATION 
We agree to volunteer our services to accomplish the work described above to assist the California Department of Parks and Recreation, 
hereafter known as the Department with the following conditions: 
 
*Roster: We agree to provide the Department with an attendance roster including name, address, and phone number of participants. 
 
*Juveniles: Our group represents that if juveniles (under age 18) are participating, we assume all responsibility for obtaining formal 
parental/guardian consent for their attendance and participation. 
 
*Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement: We understand and acknowledge that the Department does not provide insurance 
coverage for recognized volunteer groups or for the volunteer activities encompassed by this agreement. We accept the responsibility for 
providing accident insurance and/or workers’ compensation coverage for the individuals participating in this volunteer activity, and if 
requested, agree to provide evidence of insurance coverage. We agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Department and its employees, 
officers, sponsors, and agents, from any claim for injury or damages to any person arising out of or in any way connected to this volunteer 
activity. 
 
*Termination: Either we, or the Department, may terminate this agreement, at any time, by notifying the other party in writing. 
 
GROUP/ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE’S SIGNATURE AND PRINTED NAME                TITLE                                                 DATE 
 

 

                                  AGREEMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

The Department accepts this offer, and agrees, while this agreement is in effect, to provide technical guidance and such materials and 
supplies, equipment, and facilities as are needed and are available to accomplish this project, except as may be specified is an attachment. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVES SIGNATURE                                                                                                                  DATE 
 
THIS AGREEMENT WAS                     COMPLETED                            TERMINATED        ON (Date) ___________________________ 
 
DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE’S SIGNATURE                                                                      DATE 
 

The State of California – The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 

Volunteer groups play an increasingly important role in enhancing, maintaining and restoring our California 
State Parks.  We thank you for being a part of this effort. 



(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY) 
 
I, _________________________, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I AM AWARE OF THE INHERENT HAZARDS OF A BEACH CLEANUP. 
 
 I agree as follows:  1. I am volunteering my services for the Adopt-A-Beach program (“the Event”) on a voluntary basis without 
anticipation of payment of any kind; 2.  I will perform assigned tasks that are within my physical capability to the best of my ability, and I 
will not undertake tasks that are beyond my ability; 3.  I am familiar with the safe operation and use of equipment and tools that I may utilize 
in connection with this volunteer activity, and I will not undertake to use any equipment or tools with which I am unfamiliar or do not know 
how to operate safely;  4.  I acknowledge that I have received and read appropriate instruction regarding this Event, including appropriate 
safety and emergency procedures, and that I fully understand those instructions and that I agree, after proper inspection, to use only the 
supplies, tools and equipment provided by the Event organizers;  5.  I will perform only those tasks assigned, observe all safety rules, and use 
care in the performance of my assignments; 6.  I specifically acknowledge that I am engaging in this activity as a volunteer, at my own 
request and risk, and not as a State of California or Foundation employee, agent, official, officer or representative, and further acknowledge 
that I am not entitled to any compensation, benefit or insurance coverage from the State of California, the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the California Coastal Commission, the California State Parks Foundation the County of Santa Cruz Parks, City of Santa Cruz, 
Save Our Shores, Pack Your Trash, the Santa Cruz Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation, the Clean Beaches Coalition or any Event promoter 
or sponsor, nor will I make any such claim. 

 I understand and agree that neither the State of California, California Coastal Commission, California Department of  Parks and 
Recreation, California State Parks Foundation, the County of Santa Cruz Parks, City of Santa Cruz, City of Capitola, Save Our Shores, Pack 
Your Trash, the Santa Cruz Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation, the Clean Beaches Coalition nor any other organizers or promoters or 
sponsors or property owners involved in this event, nor any of their respective employees, officers, agents or assigns, (hereinafter collectively 
referred to as “Released Parties”), may be held liable or responsible in any way for any injury, death or other damages to me or my family, 
heirs, or assigns that may occur as a result of my participation in this activity, or as a result of product liability or the negligence of any party, 
including Released Parties, whether passive or active. 

 I understand that cleaning up beaches and waterfront areas involves certain inherent risks, including but not limited to, the risks of 
possible injury, infection or loss of life as a result of contact with needles, condoms, metal objects, burning embers or other hazardous 
materials found on the beach, or from over-exertion or environmental conditions.  Despite these risks, I still choose to proceed in such 
activity. I know of no physical limitation which should keep me  from undertaking the activities associated with this Event.  In Consideration 
for being allowed to participate in this activity, I hereby personally assume all risks in connection with the Event for any harm, injury or 
damage that may befall me as a participant, including all risks connected therewith, whether foreseen or unforeseen.  I further save and hold 
harmless said activity and Released Parties from any claim or lawsuit for personal injury, property damage, or wrongful death, by me, my 
family, estate, heirs, or assigns, arising out of participation in this activity, including both claims arising during the activity and after I 
complete the activity. 

If I should become injured while participating in the Event, I authorize any physician or surgeon licensed in the State of California to 
perform emergency or surgical treatment as in his or her sole judgment may be necessary.  I further declare that I am eighteen and legally 
competent to sign this liability release, or that I have acquired the written consent of my parent or guardian.  I understand that the terms 
herein are contractual and not a mere recital, that this instrument is a legally binding, and that I have signed this document of my own free 
act. 
 BY THIS INSTRUMENT I DO HEREBY EXEMPT AND RELEASE ALL “RELEASED PARTIES,” AS DEFINED ABOVE, 
FROM ALL LIABILITY OR RESPONSIBILITY WHATSOEVER FOR PERSONAL INJURY, PROPERTY DAMAGE OR WRONGFUL 
DEATH, HOWEVER CAUSED, INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASED PARTIES, WHETHER PASSIVE OR ACTIVE. 

I HAVE FULLY INFORMED MYSELF OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS LIABILITY RELEASE AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK 
BY READING IT BEFORE I SIGNED IT ON BEHALF OF MYSELF AND MY HEIRS. 
 
___________________________________  ____________ ______________________________ ____________________ 
Spelling of Participant’s Name   Date  Address     Phone 
 
___________________________________       ______________________________  
Signature of Participant         Address      
 
IF PARTICIPANT IS UNDER 18, THE PARENT(S) (OR GUARDIAN(S), IF ANY) MUST SIGN.   

The above participant has my permission to participate in the Adopt-A-Beach program.  I have read and agree to the provisions 
stated above.  I know of no health limitations which may restrict this volunteer’s participation in this activity. 
 
___________________________________  ___________ ______________________________ ____________________ 
Signature of Parent(s) or Legal Guardian(s)     Date  ______________________________ Phone 
        Address  
___________________________________  ___________ ______________________________ ____________________ 
Signature of Parent(s) or Legal Guardian(s)     Date  ______________________________ Phone 

 
 



Adopt-A-Beach Data Report Form 

      

                                                         
                                                          
 
 

 
 
 
After the cleanup has been completed, please fill out this summary sheet and return it to Save Our Shores along with your 
waiver forms and data cards
 

.   

This form is available to enter online at 

 
https://spreadsheets.google.com/a/saveourshores.org/gform?key=tz5i_mcWR1Hg3sFMu6-utig&hl=en# 

County/Region: _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Group/School/Business name: ________________________________________________________  
 
Contact Person: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone: __________________________________ Email: ____________________________________ 
 

 
STATISTICS 

Please include numbers for the cleanup.  If necessary, please estimate the pounds of trash collected. If you do not know 
the weight of the trash, please use the following guideline to estimate: full bag =10 lbs., half full bag = 5 lbs. 
 
Beach adopted: ____________________   Total # miles/area cleaned:  ________________________ 
 
Total number of volunteers:   _______ __ 
 
Volume Collected: Trash Recyclables 
 
TOTAL WEIGHT                __________         ___________ 

  
Please list any unusual items and/or items of concern (e.g. large amounts of a specific type of debris not normally found, 
items traceable to a specific business, hazardous items, etc.) that were found: 
 
 
 
 
 
Any other comments/suggestions for improving your experience? Do you plan to participate in the program again? Why 
or why not? 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for participating in Adopt-A-Beach! 

Please Return To: 
Save Our Shores 

345 Lake Ave. Suite A, Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
Phone: (831) 462-5660 Fax: (831) 462-6070  

Email: andrew@saveourshores.org 
 
 


	GENERAL INFORMATION
	STATISTICS
	TOTAL WEIGHT                __________         ___________


