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Adopt-a-Levee & Earth Day  

coming your way!  

Details inside.

Why I Save Our Shores  
by Ronn Rygg, Sanctuary Steward Class of 2011

I think I’m a lot like most people who find 
solace in being near the ocean. It has 
always been a source of comfort and 
rejuvenation, persistently influencing  
my life to one degree or another. 

I feel fortunate to have had such a long 
association with the ocean throughout my 
life, starting in my early years in SoCal, body 
surfing at the beach. Later on, I joined the 
Navy and made it my career. While on board 
on calm, cloudless days, I’d climb to altitude 
in my helicopter where you could see open 
ocean from horizon to horizon — and the only 
human presence was my small ship below. 

The ocean is the place I went on my honeymoon, 
and today, the place I call home with my wife, 
daughter and son, here on the Monterey Bay.

I heard about an organization called Save Our 
Shores and it got me thinking about how I might 
become more of a steward for our ocean. It wasn’t 
long before I signed up to volunteer at Annual 
Coastal Cleanup Day with my teenage son, Travis.

I was hooked. Within a few months, I began my training as a Sanctuary Steward. 

The training enlightened me as to how much we have lost just in the course of my 
lifetime. But I’m also hopeful about what we can do together to turn things 
around and bring it back. Being involved with the Sanctuary Steward program has 
been a great personal experience and, by the way, a terrific father/son activity that 
Travis happily and frequently participates in.

Will the Plastic Bag Ban Affect Me?
You may be charged a small fee if you forget your reusable bag, but you’ll 
find less plastic bags discarded on your streets and beaches. 
Santa Cruz County’s plastic bag ban takes effect March 20. The lawsuit 
filed by the Save the Plastic Bag coalition was settled, although restaurants 
were exempted from the ban. SOS will continue to push for restaurants to be 
included later this year. The market checkout will no longer bag your groceries 
in plastic, and there will be a small fee on paper bags. 

Here are two great ways to ensure you have your reusable bags when you 
go to the store:  
1. Leave some bags in your car. 
2. �Create a “filing system” at home. Return your reusable bags to the very place 

you grab things on your way out the door!

SOS is advocating for plastic bag bans in the cities of Santa Cruz and Capitola. 
Visit SaveOurShores.org to keep up-to-date on this important issue. You 
can also take action to end plastic pollution in your backyard by signing the 
petition at http://bit.ly/bag-ban.

Save Our Shores participates in a program to replant an equivalent number of trees to replace the 
paper used in producing our newsletter. The trees are replanted in Central America and the Caribbean in 
a program managed by the non-profit organization, Trees for the Future. For more information go to:  
http://www.treesftf.org/htm. This service is provided locally by Community Printers in Santa Cruz.

Printed on recycled paper  
using agri-based inks.
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Please join Ronn at one of our next beach cleanups 
(Calendar inside). And consider a donation today to the 
California Challenge. You’ll fund both cleanups and Steward 
classes — bringing back the healthy ocean we once enjoyed. 

Why do you  
Save Our Shores?  

Send your story to  
media@saveourshores.org!

What Will State Park Closures Mean for My Local Beach?
Save Our Shores beach cleanups will become even more vital for two of the county’s favorite beaches! 
Twin Lakes and Seabright State Beaches are on the list of 70 
California State Parks slated to be closed this July. Although the 
state cannot stop people from visiting these beaches, State Park 
maintenance could come to an end. And increasing amounts of 
pollution at these sites will be common.

Please visit our Calendar inside to see when the next beach 
cleanups will be in your area. And consider a donation to the 
CA Challenge (details on the cover) to see more beach cleanups 
happening at your closed beaches this summer.  

Soquel Students Save Our Shores
“�Thank you for bringing Save Our Shores to 

Soquel Elementary school! Your presentation was 
inspiring — my students wanted to put your message 
to practice right away, so we went down to Soquel 
Creek for a cleanup that afternoon! Instead of just 
being concerned about the problem with waste and 
plastics in our marine sanctuaries, they now see 
themselves as part of the solution.” 

~ Patrick Foster, Soquel Elementary teacher 

	 1985: Ronn explores 
the seas near the 
Horn of Africa with 
the Navy 

	 1976: Ronn 
and wife Claire 
honeymoon on 
Monterey Bay, 
where they live 
today with their 
son and daughter

Please Donate to The California Challenge!
Because of the current state of our economy, vital state funding to Save 
Our Shores ended right along with 2011. But, your donation today will 
guarantee we continue cleaning your favorite beaches AND educating 
tomorrow’s ocean advocates! 

Your gift of $100 will clean a half-mile stretch of beach or bring an ocean 
presentation to 30 students. Thank you! 

Send your gift in the attached envelope or donate online at  
www.saveourshores.org/Donate.

	 Students at Soquel Elementary show their disgust at all 
the trash they found during their Soquel Creek cleanup!  

Our Goal

 ___________ $90,000

 ___________ $80,000

 ___________ $70,000

 ___________$60,000 

 ___________ $50,000

 ___________  $40,000

 ___________ $30,000

 ___________ $20,000

___________ $10,000

We are at 
$8,000 now.

$100,000

	 An otter pup gets 
stuck in a plastic 
bag in Moss Landing 
Harbor. After much 
work, the mother otter 
helped to free her pup 
from this relentless 
piece of marine 
debris. Photo by Terry 
McCormac. 

	 Photo by local kayaker Steve Lawson, who had the paddle of his life 
this winter viewing Humpback whales closer to Santa Cruz’s shores 
than ever before! Plastic pollution makes for a terrible fate for these 
whales, who have been found washed ashore with large amounts of 
plastic clogging their digestive tracks.



March 10, 10am – Noon

Monterey Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Lover’s Point in Pacific Grove

March 13, 6:30 – 9pm

End of the Line film screening,  
Santa Cruz

March 16 – 18
Santa Cruz Surf Kayak Festival

March 17, 10am – Noon

Santa Cruz Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Davenport Main Beach

April 21, 8am – 5pm  
Santa Cruz Earth Day Festival, 
San Lorenzo Park  

April 21, 10am – 1pm 
Earth Day River Cleanup,  
Water Street Bridge, Santa Cruz

April 21, 10am – Noon

Earth Day Beach Cleanup,  
Cowell/Main Beach, Santa Cruz

April 21, 10am – Noon

Earth Day Beach Cleanup,  
Del Monte Beach, Monterey

April 21, 8pm

Earth Day Dance Party at Don Quixote’s,  
a benefit for Save Our Shores

May 12, 10am – Noon

Monterey Monthly Beach Cleanup,  
Asilomar State Beach

May 12, Check-in: 7am. Race: 8 –11am

The Human Race,  
West Cliff Drive in Santa Cruz

May 12, 5 – 9pm

Join us for our Clean Beaches Bash,  
Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History

May 19, 10am – Noon

Santa Cruz Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Capitola Beach & Soquel Creek

June 7, Time TBD
Monterey Summer Kickoff Party

June 9, 10am – Noon

Monterey Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Carmel Beach

June 16, 10am – Noon

Santa Cruz Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Sunset State Beach

Donations from 
September 2011  
through January 2012

Sanctuary Champion 
Leaders $10,000+
California Coastal Commission
City of Santa Cruz
County of Santa Cruz
New Leaf Community Markets

Sanctuary Circle of 
Champions $5,000+
Dream Inn
EarthShare California
Kent and Carmelita Lowry
Mount Madrona, LLC

Sanctuary Guardians 
$2,500+
California State Parks Foundation
Scott J. Malsom
Portola Hotel & Spa
Ken and Susan Sutherland
Judi and Dave Zaches

Sanctuary Benefactors 
$1,000+
Bartfield Motel Group
City of Capitola
Comerica Bank
Diana & Floyd Haas
J & M Foundation
Patrick Mooney
Ronn & Claire Rygg
Jim & Deborah Thoits
Whole Foods Market

Sanctuary Allies $500+
Percy Abram & Nina Maisterra
Martel Anderson & David Oebker
Mike & Sandra Beck
Vivian & Michael Brown
Louise Chiatovich
DeLaveaga Nifty Niners
Mary Doyle
Finkelman Family Charitable Foundation
Fluke Foundation
Greenwaste Recovery, Inc
Dan & Rebecca Haifley
William Head
Roger Kasa
Fred Keeley
Bill & Jeanne Landreth
Paul & Jalene Morris
Pacific Local Masters Swimming 

Committee
Scott Pietka
Santa Cruz Masters Aquatics
Matt Spiegl
Toole Fund @ the CFSCC
UCSC College 8
Winifred & Harry B. Allen Foundation
ZNA Communications

Otter Partners $250+
Albert’s Organics
Annemarie Anaya
Anonymous
Armada Group, Inc
Ted Benhari
Brian Cayton
Angela & Robert Chesnut
Monica Cornish
Terry & Mark Corwin
Linda Egan
Gateway School
Michael & Bettina L. Gilligan
Ron Goodman
Ruth Hartmann
Patti & Brian Herman
Matthew Kasa
Ginaia & Tom Kelly
John & Megan Martinelli
Linda & Michael Minor
Sonya Newlyn & Jeff Stock
Outrigger Santa Cruz
Peter B’s Brewpub
Salesian Elementary & Jr High School
Santa Cruz Chamber of Commerce
Flo Schremp

Join Team SOS for The Human Race Walkathon & Fun Run! Contact smalsom@
saveourshores.org to request a Human Race Pledge Form. OR, make a donation  
to Team SOS at www.humanracesc.org. 

And then help us celebrate at the Clean Beaches Bash downtown!

Join us from 5 – 9 pm at the Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History for tasty drinks, savory 
finger food, great music and good times! Tickets at the door or at www.saveourshores.org.

Jason Scorse
Suzanne Sheuerman
Sheri Shipe
Spitzer Woodworking
Kelly Thomason
Katrin Tobin
Haig & Sienna White
Jonathan & Susan Wittwer
Joe Yuke

Dolphin Supporters $100+
Angela & Robert Amarante
Anonymous
Archbishop Mitty High School
Mark Armen
Marsha Armstrong
Tom Birnbaum
Michael & Cheryl Brodsky
George & Elizabeth Bunch
Charlie Hong Kong
Elizabeth Chornesky
Gerald & Bonnie Christensen
Neal Coonerty & Lucie Rossi
Mary Dalton
Lisa Duggan
Gail Erwin
Elaine & Dennis Falaschi
Christina Floyd
Harold & Janet Freiman
Kaitilin Gaffney
Peter Gelblum &  

Michele Estrin-Gelblum
Glanville Associates
Nancy Golden
Gulpable LLC
Sundeep Gupta
Susan & Phillip Hammer
Irene Hashfield
Susan Hiestand
Christopher Hillman
Breta & Bruce Holgers
Stephen Houlihan &  

Marlene Mirassou

Mary L. Hung
John Hunt & Teresa Clayton
Gail Inlow
Jchoice.org
Pamela Kasa
Beverly & Kevin Kearney
Richard & Diane Klein
Jean Lane
Jeffrey Larson
Paula J. Maher
Kristen Marinovic
Bob & Marty Martin
MCA Public Relations
Miramar Fish Grotto
Dania Moss
Wallace J & Dana Nichols
Anne & Thomas Niesen
Robert Orrizzi
Nick Pavlina
John & Vicki Pearse
Jim Potterton & Maria Mattioli
Phil Rockey
Lauren Ross
Santa Cruz Waldorf School
Julia Sauer
Deborah & Brewster Smith
Tannery Arts Center
Shelly Vomvolakis-Paine
Jack & Polly Western
Richard Woodbury 

Harbor Seal Friends $50+
Edwin Aiken
Jeff Alford & Brenda Barcelo
William Andrews
Mary & Rodney Atchison
David & Jeanne Baker
Sharon Barrett
Biggam, Christensen & Minsloff
Colleen & Robert Butterfield
Julie Callahan
Piet Canin
Helen & Peter Carr

Catherine Crockett
Paul & Mary Ann Cummins
Jacqueline Deely
Maggie Dickson
Sue Dumller
Lorena & Mark Edington
Eli & Angela Eisenpress
Gary Emich
Janet Fardette
Leonard & Janice Foreman
Alec Franklor
Denyse & Robert Frischmuth
Gabrielle Garrett
Betty Geesman
Gary & Marilyn Gliddon
Audrey Heller
Elise Hughes
Jill Illidge
Dayna Itano
Vern Katz & Deborah J. Dotters
Kathryn Kaufman
Sue Kaufmann
Carolyn Kruger
Linda N. Larkin
Marilyn A. McCusker & Greg Gonzalez
Scott McGilvray
William & Jerilyn Monroe
Mary O’Neill
Suzanne Rufflo
Elizabeth Sanoff
Janet Schwind
Sandra & Bradley Taylor
Peter & Donna Thomas
Timothy Vago
Betty Verhovany & Chris McIntosh
Craig & Diane Wilson

In-Kind Gifts 
First Congregational Church
Michael’s On Main
Monterey Signs
Vine Hill Winery

Kick Off the Summer of Clean Beaches on May 12

Join Earth Day Cleanups on Saturday, April 21!

Last year over 2,400 pounds of pollution were 
removed during t wo Ear th Day cleanups with  
the help of 200 volunteers.

 “I can’t believe how many cigarette butts are out there. It’s disgusting!” exclaimed one of our dedicated Earth 
Day volunteers at the Cowell/Main Beach cleanup, where over 2,700 cigarette butts were found in under 
two hours. Another 800 were removed at the San Lorenzo River cleanup. 

Volunteers also prevented 400 plastic bags from entering our Sanctuary that day. Thank you to our 
Stewards, volunteers, and Supporters for protecting our ocean and communities from unnecessary trash 
and pollution! 

Calling all Earth Day volunteers in Santa Cruz & Monterey on Saturday, April 21!
From the Earth Day Festival grounds and the banks of the San Lorenzo River, 
to Cowell Beach and Del Monte Beach, YOU have the chance to give back for 
Earth Day this year. Join Save Our Shores in creating a pristine ocean environ-
ment for you and your loved ones to enjoy. 

Albert’s Organics, a national distributor of organically grown produce based in Santa Cruz, decided to 
take on a new, albeit dirtier, challenge to Save Our Shores.  A previous Beach-Adopter, they are now one 
of the area’s very first Adopt-a-Levee groups.

“Last year on Earth Day, we volunteered for a Levee cleanup. We were shocked at how much 
trash was in our San Lorenzo River. The gravel and sand quickly buries large items — one tire 
took 45 minutes to dig out!” said Adele Gegmignani of Albert’s Organics. 

“I hope the more people who see volunteers like us cleaning up after others will think twice when 
tossing their cigarette butt, candy wrapper, empty beer, or drug needle. Yes, drug needles — it’s 
terrible.” 

“Albert’s Organics can be a role model for other local companies who have the means to support 
such an effort,” says Julie Chamberlain of Albert’s Organics. 

�If you know someone in our very first Adopt-a-Levee groups, please give them a round of 
applause: Albert’s Organics, the Homeless Services Center, Santa Cruz Sunrise Rotary, Santa Cruz 
Rotary, and the Tannery Arts Center.

And, thanks to everyone in Santa Cruz!  Your support of the City 
of Santa Cruz’s Measure E is now funding the pilot year of the 
new Adopt-a-Levee Program!

Upcoming Events Volunteers Needed!

	 Top: Combing Main Beach for trash 
during our 2011 Earth Day Cleanup. 
Photo by Sebastian Kennerknecht. Bottom: 
Father and son team heads to the levee 
for the Earth Day River Cleanup.

	 Top: Albert’s Organics is working hard 
to protect our Sanctuary, one tire at a 
time. Bottom: The Albert’s Organics crew 
cleans up their adopted section between 
Laurel St. and Riverside Dr. bridges.  

Save the Date: 
Volunteer on July 4th & 5th!   

Thank You to Our New Supporters! 
Your donations were generously matched by the 
Sutherland Fund and raised $7,000!  The Salesian  
Elementary and Junior High School created FUN-
raisers to help us reach the match.

We also appreciate those who participated in 
Monterey County Gives! Thanks to your donations, 
over $2,000 will go directly to beach cleanups in 
Monterey County this year.  

And thanks to the DeLaveaga Nifty Niners for 
including SOS in your Invitational Golf Tournament, 
and to Peter B’s Brewpub for putting together a Beer 
Garden event in support of SOS programs.  

	 The ladies from DeLaveaga’s 
Nifty Niners Golf Club Save 
Our Shores through their 
invitational golf tourney 
fundraiser.

	 Stewards, staff and Supporters raise vital 
funds for Save Our Shores programs through 
The Human Race Walkathon & Fun Run!

Recent Tribute Gifts
A tribute gift is a great way to honor the generous people in your 
life while Saving Our Shores at the same time.
In Honor of: 
Sandra Gelman from Anonymous
Orry Korb from Jennifer Castillo
Jack Marden’s Birthday from  
Gail & Douglas Kirby
Lisa Porcella from Jennifer Castillo
Doug Titus from Jennifer Castillo
Brenda Wood from Megan Dwyer

In Memory of: 
Joe Levine, who loved the ocean 
and being on the water, from 
Lynne Lenger & Laurence Needham

SaiRam Yarlagadda from  
Sivaramakrishna Yarlagadda

Please let us know if you’re 
interested in becoming an Adopt-
a-Levee group! Plans are in the 
works for expanding this program 
after our pilot year ends this June.

Find your Earth Day volunteer 
opportunity in the list of 
Upcoming Events below!

Local Groups Adopt-a-Levee  
to Save their Favorite Stretch of River



March 10, 10am – Noon

Monterey Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Lover’s Point in Pacific Grove

March 13, 6:30 – 9pm

End of the Line film screening,  
Santa Cruz

March 16 – 18
Santa Cruz Surf Kayak Festival

March 17, 10am – Noon

Santa Cruz Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Davenport Main Beach

April 21, 8am – 5pm  
Santa Cruz Earth Day Festival, 
San Lorenzo Park  

April 21, 10am – 1pm 
Earth Day River Cleanup,  
Water Street Bridge, Santa Cruz

April 21, 10am – Noon

Earth Day Beach Cleanup,  
Cowell/Main Beach, Santa Cruz

April 21, 10am – Noon

Earth Day Beach Cleanup,  
Del Monte Beach, Monterey

April 21, 8pm

Earth Day Dance Party at Don Quixote’s,  
a benefit for Save Our Shores

May 12, 10am – Noon

Monterey Monthly Beach Cleanup,  
Asilomar State Beach

May 12, Check-in: 7am. Race: 8 –11am

The Human Race,  
West Cliff Drive in Santa Cruz

May 12, 5 – 9pm

Join us for our Clean Beaches Bash,  
Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History

May 19, 10am – Noon

Santa Cruz Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Capitola Beach & Soquel Creek

June 7, Time TBD
Monterey Summer Kickoff Party

June 9, 10am – Noon

Monterey Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Carmel Beach

June 16, 10am – Noon

Santa Cruz Monthly Beach Cleanup, 
Sunset State Beach
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Join Team SOS for The Human Race Walkathon & Fun Run! Contact smalsom@
saveourshores.org to request a Human Race Pledge Form. OR, make a donation  
to Team SOS at www.humanracesc.org. 

And then help us celebrate at the Clean Beaches Bash downtown!

Join us from 5 – 9 pm at the Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History for tasty drinks, savory 
finger food, great music and good times! Tickets at the door or at www.saveourshores.org.
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Kick Off the Summer of Clean Beaches on May 12

Join Earth Day Cleanups on Saturday, April 21!

Last year over 2,400 pounds of pollution were 
removed during t wo Ear th Day cleanups with  
the help of 200 volunteers.

 “I can’t believe how many cigarette butts are out there. It’s disgusting!” exclaimed one of our dedicated Earth 
Day volunteers at the Cowell/Main Beach cleanup, where over 2,700 cigarette butts were found in under 
two hours. Another 800 were removed at the San Lorenzo River cleanup. 

Volunteers also prevented 400 plastic bags from entering our Sanctuary that day. Thank you to our 
Stewards, volunteers, and Supporters for protecting our ocean and communities from unnecessary trash 
and pollution! 

Calling all Earth Day volunteers in Santa Cruz & Monterey on Saturday, April 21!
From the Earth Day Festival grounds and the banks of the San Lorenzo River, 
to Cowell Beach and Del Monte Beach, YOU have the chance to give back for 
Earth Day this year. Join Save Our Shores in creating a pristine ocean environ-
ment for you and your loved ones to enjoy. 

Albert’s Organics, a national distributor of organically grown produce based in Santa Cruz, decided to 
take on a new, albeit dirtier, challenge to Save Our Shores.  A previous Beach-Adopter, they are now one 
of the area’s very first Adopt-a-Levee groups.

“Last year on Earth Day, we volunteered for a Levee cleanup. We were shocked at how much 
trash was in our San Lorenzo River. The gravel and sand quickly buries large items — one tire 
took 45 minutes to dig out!” said Adele Gegmignani of Albert’s Organics. 

“I hope the more people who see volunteers like us cleaning up after others will think twice when 
tossing their cigarette butt, candy wrapper, empty beer, or drug needle. Yes, drug needles — it’s 
terrible.” 

“Albert’s Organics can be a role model for other local companies who have the means to support 
such an effort,” says Julie Chamberlain of Albert’s Organics. 

�If you know someone in our very first Adopt-a-Levee groups, please give them a round of 
applause: Albert’s Organics, the Homeless Services Center, Santa Cruz Sunrise Rotary, Santa Cruz 
Rotary, and the Tannery Arts Center.

And, thanks to everyone in Santa Cruz!  Your support of the City 
of Santa Cruz’s Measure E is now funding the pilot year of the 
new Adopt-a-Levee Program!

Upcoming Events Volunteers Needed!

	 Top: Combing Main Beach for trash 
during our 2011 Earth Day Cleanup. 
Photo by Sebastian Kennerknecht. Bottom: 
Father and son team heads to the levee 
for the Earth Day River Cleanup.

	 Top: Albert’s Organics is working hard 
to protect our Sanctuary, one tire at a 
time. Bottom: The Albert’s Organics crew 
cleans up their adopted section between 
Laurel St. and Riverside Dr. bridges.  

Save the Date: 
Volunteer on July 4th & 5th!   

Thank You to Our New Supporters! 
Your donations were generously matched by the 
Sutherland Fund and raised $7,000!  The Salesian  
Elementary and Junior High School created FUN-
raisers to help us reach the match.

We also appreciate those who participated in 
Monterey County Gives! Thanks to your donations, 
over $2,000 will go directly to beach cleanups in 
Monterey County this year.  

And thanks to the DeLaveaga Nifty Niners for 
including SOS in your Invitational Golf Tournament, 
and to Peter B’s Brewpub for putting together a Beer 
Garden event in support of SOS programs.  

	 The ladies from DeLaveaga’s 
Nifty Niners Golf Club Save 
Our Shores through their 
invitational golf tourney 
fundraiser.

	 Stewards, staff and Supporters raise vital 
funds for Save Our Shores programs through 
The Human Race Walkathon & Fun Run!

Recent Tribute Gifts
A tribute gift is a great way to honor the generous people in your 
life while Saving Our Shores at the same time.
In Honor of: 
Sandra Gelman from Anonymous
Orry Korb from Jennifer Castillo
Jack Marden’s Birthday from  
Gail & Douglas Kirby
Lisa Porcella from Jennifer Castillo
Doug Titus from Jennifer Castillo
Brenda Wood from Megan Dwyer

In Memory of: 
Joe Levine, who loved the ocean 
and being on the water, from 
Lynne Lenger & Laurence Needham

SaiRam Yarlagadda from  
Sivaramakrishna Yarlagadda

Please let us know if you’re 
interested in becoming an Adopt-
a-Levee group! Plans are in the 
works for expanding this program 
after our pilot year ends this June.

Find your Earth Day volunteer 
opportunity in the list of 
Upcoming Events below!

Local Groups Adopt-a-Levee  
to Save their Favorite Stretch of River
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Why I Save Our Shores  
by Ronn Rygg, Sanctuary Steward Class of 2011

I think I’m a lot like most people who find 
solace in being near the ocean. It has 
always been a source of comfort and 
rejuvenation, persistently influencing  
my life to one degree or another. 

I feel fortunate to have had such a long 
association with the ocean throughout my 
life, starting in my early years in SoCal, body 
surfing at the beach. Later on, I joined the 
Navy and made it my career. While on board 
on calm, cloudless days, I’d climb to altitude 
in my helicopter where you could see open 
ocean from horizon to horizon — and the only 
human presence was my small ship below. 

The ocean is the place I went on my honeymoon, 
and today, the place I call home with my wife, 
daughter and son, here on the Monterey Bay.

I heard about an organization called Save Our 
Shores and it got me thinking about how I might 
become more of a steward for our ocean. It wasn’t 
long before I signed up to volunteer at Annual 
Coastal Cleanup Day with my teenage son, Travis.

I was hooked. Within a few months, I began my training as a Sanctuary Steward. 

The training enlightened me as to how much we have lost just in the course of my 
lifetime. But I’m also hopeful about what we can do together to turn things 
around and bring it back. Being involved with the Sanctuary Steward program has 
been a great personal experience and, by the way, a terrific father/son activity that 
Travis happily and frequently participates in.

Will the Plastic Bag Ban Affect Me?
You may be charged a small fee if you forget your reusable bag, but you’ll 
find less plastic bags discarded on your streets and beaches. 
Santa Cruz County’s plastic bag ban takes effect March 20. The lawsuit 
filed by the Save the Plastic Bag coalition was settled, although restaurants 
were exempted from the ban. SOS will continue to push for restaurants to be 
included later this year. The market checkout will no longer bag your groceries 
in plastic, and there will be a small fee on paper bags. 

Here are two great ways to ensure you have your reusable bags when you 
go to the store:  
1. Leave some bags in your car. 
2. �Create a “filing system” at home. Return your reusable bags to the very place 

you grab things on your way out the door!

SOS is advocating for plastic bag bans in the cities of Santa Cruz and Capitola. 
Visit SaveOurShores.org to keep up-to-date on this important issue. You 
can also take action to end plastic pollution in your backyard by signing the 
petition at http://bit.ly/bag-ban.

Save Our Shores participates in a program to replant an equivalent number of trees to replace the 
paper used in producing our newsletter. The trees are replanted in Central America and the Caribbean in 
a program managed by the non-profit organization, Trees for the Future. For more information go to:  
http://www.treesftf.org/htm. This service is provided locally by Community Printers in Santa Cruz.

Printed on recycled paper  
using agri-based inks.

Return Service Requested
Time Value

Please join Ronn at one of our next beach cleanups 
(Calendar inside). And consider a donation today to the 
California Challenge. You’ll fund both cleanups and Steward 
classes — bringing back the healthy ocean we once enjoyed. 

Why do you  
Save Our Shores?  

Send your story to  
media@saveourshores.org!

What Will State Park Closures Mean for My Local Beach?
Save Our Shores beach cleanups will become even more vital for two of the county’s favorite beaches! 
Twin Lakes and Seabright State Beaches are on the list of 70 
California State Parks slated to be closed this July. Although the 
state cannot stop people from visiting these beaches, State Park 
maintenance could come to an end. And increasing amounts of 
pollution at these sites will be common.

Please visit our Calendar inside to see when the next beach 
cleanups will be in your area. And consider a donation to the 
CA Challenge (details on the cover) to see more beach cleanups 
happening at your closed beaches this summer.  

Soquel Students Save Our Shores
“�Thank you for bringing Save Our Shores to 

Soquel Elementary school! Your presentation was 
inspiring — my students wanted to put your message 
to practice right away, so we went down to Soquel 
Creek for a cleanup that afternoon! Instead of just 
being concerned about the problem with waste and 
plastics in our marine sanctuaries, they now see 
themselves as part of the solution.” 

~ Patrick Foster, Soquel Elementary teacher 

	 1985: Ronn explores 
the seas near the 
Horn of Africa with 
the Navy 

	 1976: Ronn 
and wife Claire 
honeymoon on 
Monterey Bay, 
where they live 
today with their 
son and daughter

Please Donate to The California Challenge!
Because of the current state of our economy, vital state funding to Save 
Our Shores ended right along with 2011. But, your donation today will 
guarantee we continue cleaning your favorite beaches AND educating 
tomorrow’s ocean advocates! 

Your gift of $100 will clean a half-mile stretch of beach or bring an ocean 
presentation to 30 students. Thank you! 

Send your gift in the attached envelope or donate online at  
www.saveourshores.org/Donate.

	 Students at Soquel Elementary show their disgust at all 
the trash they found during their Soquel Creek cleanup!  

Our Goal

 ___________ $90,000

 ___________ $80,000

 ___________ $70,000

 ___________$60,000 

 ___________ $50,000

 ___________  $40,000

 ___________ $30,000

 ___________ $20,000

___________ $10,000

We are at 
$8,000 now.

$100,000

	 An otter pup gets 
stuck in a plastic 
bag in Moss Landing 
Harbor. After much 
work, the mother otter 
helped to free her pup 
from this relentless 
piece of marine 
debris. Photo by Terry 
McCormac. 

	 Photo by local kayaker Steve Lawson, who had the paddle of his life 
this winter viewing Humpback whales closer to Santa Cruz’s shores 
than ever before! Plastic pollution makes for a terrible fate for these 
whales, who have been found washed ashore with large amounts of 
plastic clogging their digestive tracks.




